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Year after year Malawi 
anticipates the opening of the 

tobacco marketing season at its 
Lilongwe tobacco selling floor in 
Kanengo. Thursday the 25th of April 
2019 marked the opening of the 
tobacco market with President 
of the Republic of Tanzania Dr. 
John Pombe Joseph Magufuli as 
the guest of honour. This was the 
first time in history for a foreign 
president to open the tobacco 
market in Malawi. 

“It is now my singular honor to 
declare that the 2019 tobacco 
marketing season is officially 
opened,” said Magufuli who gave 
his speech in his native language 
Swahili.

In his remarks, Magufuli 
requested tobacco buyers to offer 
better prices to farmers and not 
just stick to the minimum prices 
set by government. 

“To our tobacco buyers, don’t 
hesitate to propose better prices 
to farmers to motivate them to 
produce more and good quality 
tobacco,” he said.

Magufuli further stressed on the 
importance of Agriculture in Africa 
saying that most African countries 
rely on agriculture for food 
security, national income, foreign 
exchange and employment. He 
added that tobacco is one cash 
crop which sustains the economies 
of some African countries such as 
Malawi and Tanzania.

“In Tanzania, Agriculture 
contributes 100 percent to 
food security, 70 percent to 
employment, 30 percent to 
national income, 20 percent to 
foreign exchange and 6 percent 
to raw materials. Last year we 
realized 1.33 billion USD from 
tobacco sales,” said Magufuli. 
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EDITOR’S NOTES
Dear Readers!!!
Have you ever wished and thought of receiving 
latest agricultural news and information online? 
Guess what, your wish has just been granted. DAES 
E-Newsletter is now here.

A warm welcome to our 1st edition of DAES 
E-Newsletter which I believe will make your reading 
very exciting. This is an online newsletter which 
aims at providing you with information on latest 
and burning agricultural news, technologies, best 
practices and a variety of other timely topics. I 
therefore urge all of you not to miss any single 
edition of this newsletter.

In this issue, DAES E-Newsletter features 
among other things the official opening of the 
country’s green gold marketing season by His 
Excellency the State President of the Republic 
of Tanzania Dr. John Pombe Joseph Magufuli 
accompanied by his Malawian counterpart Professor 
Arthur Peter Mutharika. We are also looking at the 
use of pesticides as we continue to assist farmers to 
avoid post-harvest losses. 

DAES E-Newsletter will continue to improve and 
provide you Agriculture related developments all 
the time. For those who would like to contribute and 
to provide feedback, email us on acbranchmw@
gmail.com Your contributions are essential for the 
newsletter`s success. 

Enjoy your reading.



Without underscoring threats 
of the anti-smoking campaign by 
other organizations including the 
World Health Organization (WHO), 
the Tanzanian head of state 
applauded Malawi for diversifying 
tobacco with other cash crops such 
as tea and coffee. 

The Tanzanian president also 
encouraged Malawi to open 
industries for processing tobacco 
as a way of adding value and to 
increase earnings. He said this 

could help avoid post-harvest 
losses.

Magufuli’s speech was 
accompanied by President 
Professor Arthur Peter Mutharika 
who in his remarks announced 
that government will effective 
this season exempt smallholder 
farmers from withholding tax on 
not more than 10 bales sold. This 
means smallholder farmers will go 
tax free of their proceeds on every 
one ton of tobacco they each sell.

Malawi mainly depends on 
agriculture for food security, 
employment and foreign 
exchange. Tobacco also known 
as the country’s green gold 
contributes 80 percent to the 
country’s employment, 60 percent 
foreign exchange, and 37 percent 
to the national income. In the 
last tobacco marketing season, 
Malawi realized 336M$ which is an 
equivalent of 244BMK.

One of the country’s seed manufacturer and 
distributor, Seed Co Malawi Limited has 

donated relief seeds to flood victims in the lower 
Shire following the devastating floods which 
destroyed hundreds of hectares of crop fields.

The relief seed is expected to help the affected 
farmers in fighting against food insecurity through 
irrigation farming. The donation was handed 
over to the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and 
Water Development which will facilitate the seed 
distribution to the farmers.

Speaking during the symbolic handover 
ceremony of the seeds, Minister of Agriculture 
Irrigation and Water Development, Honorable 
Joseph Mwanamvekha, thanked Seed Co for 
their timely help following the call for support by 
government.

“We thank management and board of directors 
of Seed Co for understanding the problem and 
considering to help farmers affected by the floods. 
This is one way of giving back to the community.” 
he said.

The Minister also commended Seed Co for giving 
a valuable donation comprising high yielding and 
early maturing seeds. He further appealed to other 
companies to emulate what Seed Co has done and 
help the flood victims. 

Seed Co Managing Director Mr. Boyd Luwe said 
the company saw it fit to make a contribution to 
government’s effort to alleviate the suffering of the 
affected Malawians in the lower Shire. 

“Seed Co is a company that is built on people. 
Seed Co is company that exists because of people, 
so when those people are suffering it is only fair to 
stretch our hand and give back to the community 

SEED CO MALAWI REACHES OUT TO FLOOD VICTIMS
By Zodwa Munthali

that uses our seeds. Our desire is to make sure that 
we support government efforts in making sure that 
no Malawian in this day and age dies of hunger,” 
said Luwe. 

The company donated 8 metric tons of soya flour 
and 2 metric tons of groundnuts for immediate 
consumption. In addition, Seed Co donated 5 
metric tons of SC403 and 5 metric tons of MH43A 
seed varieties which according to Luwe are high 
yielding and fast maturing. MH43A is a bio-
fortified nutritious variety rich in vitamin A.

The donation comes after President Professor 
Arthur Peter Mutharika declared State of National 
Disaster following the floods which hit the country 
in the lower Shire districts of Nsanje, Chikhwawa, 
and Phalombe. The devastating floods have since 
killed around sixty people and destroyed crop 
fields, livestock and houses. 

Hon. Mwanamvekha (right) receiving the symbolic seed donation 
from Luwe
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 - By Khalani Makunje

The news was announced by President 
Professor Arthur Peter Mutharika as 

he toured the year’s tobacco first sale at 
Lilongwe floors on 25th April 2019. The 
president emphasized the importance 
of farmers in Malawi’s development, 
this being the reason for the decision to 
exempt tax for the first ten bales sold.

With the Guest of Honor being 
Tanzanian President, Dr. John Pombe 
Joseph Magufuli, the year’s tobacco 
marketing season opened with good 
news for smallholder farmers who have 
been given a withholding tax waver on 
every 10 bales or less  which they sale.

“Effective today, no tax will be 
remitted to Malawi Revenue Authority 
(MRA) on every ten bales or less sold 
by farmers,” the president announced. 
The exemption will see both estate and 
club farmers who sell not more than ten 
bales save 3 percent of their proceeds.

Malawi’s tobacco industry regulatory 
body, Tobacco Control Commission 
(TCC) Chairperson Inkosi ya Makosi 

M’mbelwa V, revealed that TCC has 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with the Competition and Fair 
Trading Commission (CFTC) to ensure that 
competitive and fair trading practices are 
properly addressed in the tobacco market. 

Inkosi M’mbelwa added that this year 
farmers have produced good quality 
tobacco due to both good agricultural 
and labor practices and that over 90 
percent of farmers have used tobacco 
certified seeds.

During the opening sale, 1558 bales 
were sold on Auction market at an 
average price of $1.1 and 1099 bales 
sold on contract market attracted and 
average price of $1.45. The lowest price 
was $0.90 and highest $2.35 on both 
contract and auction markets. This year’s 
lowest price of the opening sale is slightly 
higher than last year which was $0.80

According to AHL Group Plc 
Chairperson, Agnes Roka Mauwa, AHL 
Group, the country’s tobacco markets 
operator, has four tobacco selling floors 
namely Limbe, Lilongwe, Chinkhoma 
and Mzuzu. The company also operates 
demand driven rural markets such 
as Kabwafu in Mzimba. Effective this 
season, the company has established six 
business centers across the country to 
help farmers easily access tobacco sales 
information.

“Our economy, industries and 
carriers are founded on farming. Let’s 
celebrate the dignity of our farmers, 
honor our farmers and invest in our 
farmers. Behind the success of every 
country there are always farmers,” said 
Mutharika.

By Khalani Makunje “Effective today, no tax will be remitted to Malawi Revenue 
Authority (MRA) on every ten bales or less sold by farmers”. The 
exemption will see both estate and club farmers who sell not more 
than ten bales save 3 percent of their proceeds.”

TAX EXEMPTION FOR SMALLHOLDER FARMERS

Tobacco buyers appreciating the leaf at Lilongwe Auction Floor.
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PRESS RELEASE
MINIMUM FARM GATE PRICES FOR SELECTED CROPS FOR 

2018/19 SEASON
All farmers and the general public are informed that the Minimum Farm Gate Prices 
for crops for 2018/19 Agriculture Season effective 1st April, 2019 are as follows:

The prices are with immediate effect. All Agro dealers, Agro processors and others 
who deal with crop commodities are requested to buy the stated crop commodities at 
prices not less than those stipulated above.
Licenses to buy agricultural produce can be obtained from offices of Programme 
Managers in Karonga, Mzuzu, Kasungu, Lilongwe, Salima, Machinga, Blantyre and 
Shire Valley Agriculture Development Divisions and the Director of Crop Development 
at Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and Water Development, Capital Hill, Lilongwe.

Gray S.V.K. Nyandule-Phiri
SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE, IRRIGATION AND WATER DEVELOPMENT

No. Crop 2018/19 Proposed Minimum 
Price (MK/kg)

1 Maize 150
2 Rice-Polished 550

3 Rice-Unpolished 250

4 Sorghum 200

5 Finger Millet 380
6 Pearl Millet 200

7 Wheat 350
8 Soya Beans 280
9 Pure Beans 420

10 Mixed Beans 340

11 Groundnuts-Shelled 450

12 Groundnuts-Unshelled 290

13 Pigeon Peas 230
14 CowPeas 300

15 Grams 210

16 Bambara nuts 350

17 Chick peas 310

18 Sesame 520
19 Castrol oil 230

20 Sunflower 310
21 Paprika Grade A 750
22 Paprika Grade B 660
23 Chillies Grade A 950
24 Chillies Grade B 860
25 Cassava-Dried 220
26 Cassava-Wet 60
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By Cynthia Mahata and Jerome Bossuet

Malawi is a predominantly 
agricultural country 

with an approximate 
population of 18 Million, 
with 80% living in the rural 
areas practicing subsistence 
farming. Rapid population 
growth and unsustainable 
farming practices have led to 
widespread land degradation, 
with 20 tons of soil lost per 
hectare every year. 

The Sustainable 
Intensification of Maize-
Legume Systems for Food 
Security in Eastern and 
Southern Africa (SIMLESA) 
program has demonstrated that 
Conservation Agriculture-based 
Sustainable Intensification 
(CASI) approach can work 
for resources-limited Malawi 
smallholdings to improve 
their crop yields and climate 
resilience, while sustaining the 
natural resource base, for the 
last 8 years.

A research and policy 
dialogue ‘‘Promoting 
Resilience and Sustainability 
in Malawi through Climate 
Smart Innovations’’, was held 
in Lilongwe on March 1, 2019, 
to present SIMLESA findings 

Malawi SIMLESA policy forum participants

and understand how CASI 
could help Malawi farmers, to 
representatives from Research, 
Extension, Seed companies, 
NGO’s, Scaling partners, Civil 
Society Organisations and 
farmer organisations. 

In Malawi, SIMLESA has 
been implemented by the 
Department of Agricultural 
Research Services (DARS) 
in collaboration with the 
Department of Agricultural 
Extension Services (DAES). The 
project tested locally-adapted 
conservation farming methods 
at district level, in two 
contrasting agro-ecologies i.e. 
low altitude (Salima, Balaka 
and Ntcheu districts) and mid-
altitude (Kasungu, Lilongwe 
and Mchinji districts).

The number of farmers using 
CASI in the 6 target districts 
grew from 2,000 to more than 
51,000 farms. Adoption was 
facilitated by the engagement 
of the local extension system 
and the scaling partners from 
private sector thus NASFAM and 
Farm Radio Trust (FRT). Various 
presentations were made on 
the impact of CASI on yield, 
soil fertility and Agricultural 
Innovation Platforms. After 6 

years of implementation, the 
SIMLESA program managed to 
raise farm level productivity 
by 17% in mid-altitude and 37% 
in low-altitude and reduced 
the negative impact of climate 
related shocks by 16%. This was 
translated by three additional 
months of food security 
compared to conventional 
farms.

While the national research 
and the SIMLESA initiative 
have invested considerable 
efforts in promoting these 
sustainable technologies and 
practices, more is needed to 
increase adoption. Some of the 
factors limiting adoption are 
a lack of interaction between 
researchers and farmers 
and weak policies that do 
little to create a conducive 
environment for large scale 
adoption. 

During the dialogue, farmer 
representatives asked that 
farmers need to be recognized 
as innovators rather than 
just recipients of formal 
innovations. Researchers 
should integrate farmers’ 
indigenous knowledge when 
developing solutions against a 
new farming problem. 

Malawi SIMLESA policy forum participants

CALL FOR STRONGER INCENTIVES AND INSTITUTIONAL 
INNOVATIONS FOR CLIMATE SMART AGRICULTURE IN MALAWI
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A group of farmers in Ntcheu district, 
Central Malawi, have clubbed 

together to fund the first purpose-built 
permanent plant clinic to help fight a 
range of crop-devastating pests and 
diseases that threaten their livelihoods 
and food security.

Pengapenga Plant Clinic, which 
previously operated under a tree in 
the market place, is now providing a 
more attractive and fit-for-purpose brick 
structure which is giving the 1,000 
smallholder farmers it serves shelter 
from the rain.

Those benefiting from the building – 
the first purpose-built permanent plant 
clinic among 3,700 operating worldwide 
as part of the Plantwise programme 
– include farmers Stix Tchinga and 
Sydney Kanyenga.

Mr Tchinga has been helped to 
realise a bumper groundnut crop 
previously affected by groundnut 
rosette and Mr Kanyenga has been 
advised how to control spider mites 
in his vegetables.

The farmers and local community 
managed to raise the MWK 322,000 
(US $430) needed to build the new 
facility thanks to increased profits from 
improved yields. This followed advice 
on how to manage pests on their crops 
given by the two plant doctors Madalitso 
Banda and Oscar Lungu.

Group Village Headwoman, Madam 
Elisy Pengapenga, also helped by 
providing the land while the Malawian 
Government also stepped in to assist 
with the roof. Those who could not afford 
to donate money to the cause chipped 
in with basins of maize.

Madam Pengapenga, said, “As a 
woman, a farmer and a leader, I knew, 
through personal experience and that of 
others, how the plant clinic had helped 
my community to tackle various plant 
diseases and lose less. I was committed 
to providing all the support I could as 
a group village head; and apportioned 
a piece of land for us to build our own 
plant clinic.”

FARMERS IN MALAWI FUND FIRST PURPOSE-BUILT 
PERMANENT PLANT CLINIC TO FIGHT PESTS AND DISEASES

Farmer Maxson Kavalo said, “We 
constantly had to run away from the rain 
during plant clinics. This prompted us 
to build a permanent structure which 
would allow us to meet our plant doctors 
without worrying about getting wet.”

Mr Tchinga added, “We were 
motivated to build a permanent 
structure for the plant clinic because of 
two things; firstly, the value we derive 
from agriculture and secondly the value 
we derive from attending the plant 
clinic. These two are a great source of 
motivation – even for the community to 
take from what they have given towards 
the construction of the clinic.”
Additional information
Pengapenga Plant Clinic is located 

in Bilira, Ntcheu, Central Africa. 
The clinic serves about a thousand 
people from the surrounding area. 
On average 54 farmers per month 
receive help and advice on how to 
manage crop pests and disease. Of 
these 40 percent are women.

The clinic is manned by two 
plant doctors and receives queries 
on the following plant diseases: 
early and late blight in vegetables 
and tomato; groundnut rosette; 

cassava mosaic virus disease; elegant 
grasshoppers in pumpkins; Fall 
armyworms in maize; aphids in cotton, 
tomato and cowpeas; Tuta Absoluta in 
tomato; bollworms in cotton; white 
flies in cotton and red spider mites in 
vegetables 

(By Yakosa Tegha - first published on CABI website-www.cabi.org) 10 April 2019

 The new plant clinic is not only taking 
pride of place in the local community but, 
crucially, is providing shelter from the rain 
which had started to deter people from 
attending for advice and the plant doctors 
from working efficiently.

https://www.plantwise.org/
http://www.malawi.gov.mw/
http://www.malawi.gov.mw/


Outbreaks ofdifferent pests such as 
fall armyworm and tomato leafminer 

continues to affect Malawi’s agriculture 
sector. In response to this, farmers in the 
country have been advised to avoid using 
highly toxic and ineffective pesticides 
which have been banned by the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Irrigation and Water 
development through the Pesticides 
Control Board (PCB).

The advice follows the use of 
unauthorized pesticides by some farmers 
when treating crops   infested with 
different pests.  Farmers are also being 
instructed to exercise caution when buying 
any pest treating products ensuring that 
they are properly labeled, not decanted 
and not expired.

This was said during the 61st Agricultural 
Field Day of Chitedze Agricultural 
Research Station held on Thursday 4th 
April 2019 at the station under the theme 
‘Promoting Agricultural innovation for 
improved nutrition, food security and 
sustainable economic growth’.

“It is worrisome that some farmers 
are still using pesticides which were 
banned by the government. I am therefore 
advising all farmers in the country to 

refrain from using any pesticides which 
the government has declared unfit for 
use,” said PCB Regional Inspection 
Officer, Mr. Richard Kalonga.

Kalonga revealed that these 
malpractices were discovered through 
thorough inspections which the board 
conducts at different border posts, in 
pesticides selling shops and in the local 
markets.

According to Kalonga, unauthorized 
pesticides pose a great danger to 
biodiversity. These   contribute to 
decrease in crop yield as they are 
ineffective when applied, resulting 
in crop damage and loss of livestock. 
Furthermore, the condemned pesticides 
are not environmental friendly such that 
they reduce soil fertility and cause air 
pollution. Mr. Kalonga further warned 
illegal traders, who decant the pesticides 
for further packaging after diluting or 
adding other chemicals, for serious 
consequences once found.

“In the process of decanting the 
pesticides, people inhale them directly. 
This can cause cancer, hypertension, 
tuberculosis and in some cases bearing 
children with visual impairment,” he said.

Ministry of Agriculture through the PCB 
continues to civic educate the general 
public on proper usage and handling 
of authorized pesticides. The board 
also trains Agro-Dealers, agriculture 
extension workers, lead farmers and all 
farmers across the country on authorized 
pesticides, recommended storing 
conditions and its mode of application.

Dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane (DDT) 
is one example of unauthorized pesticides 
in Malawi. The 
Pesticides 
Control Board 
is mandated 
to control and 
manage the 
import, export, 
manufacture, 
distribution, sale, 
storage, use 
and disposal of 
all pesticides in 
Malawi.

NO TO UNAUTHORIZED PESTICIDES TO FARMERS – PCB
By Khalani Makunje
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ZOKOMERA ALIMI: 
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Chlordane 600EC one of the 
banned pesticides
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